
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 

12th APRIL 2011

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Julie Barnett




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Mike Howarth 




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate 

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




Insp Phil Chivers




Sgt Jane Corkhill




Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Yates reported that the meeting would be Councillor David Thorning’s last as a town councillor.  David had served on the town council (KTC) for over 20 years and he thanked him on behalf of the community for all his efforts.

10/164
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin and Kate Lynn, and District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan.
Public Open Forum

Members of public made the statements at Annex A.
10/165
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

165.1
Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for March 2011.  A total of 16 crimes had been committed compared to 24 crimes in March 2010.  The breakdown was: theft of motor vehicle/taken without owner’s consent 1, theft/fraud 6, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 6, and others 1.  He provided further information on the incidents of assault and violence.  A male had fought with staff as they had tried to eject him from licensed premises; the offender had been arrested and released on Police bail.  A domestic related offence of actual bodily harm regarding a son on his father had resulted in the offender being arrested however, prosecution had not been supported.  There had been 2 separate domestic related incidents of common assault and the offenders had been arrested.  An offence of common assault had taken place in the street between 2 females; the offender was awaiting interview.  Finally, a male had used telephone and text messages to cause harassment.  The Neighbourhood Police Team, alongside traffic and fire officers, had provided an education and information presentation to young people at the Community College which demonstrated the affects of driving at speed.  A recent operation to improve road safety had resulted in 6 fixed penalty notices being issued to drivers for failing to wear seat belts; several other vehicles were stopped, checked and advice provided to drivers. 
A number of councillors commented on yobbish type behaviour in the late afternoon/early evening with litter, drinking and general intimidation in the Quay area.  Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill reported that ongoing work in Duncombe Park and the Recreation Ground had displaced young people to the Quay area; the situation had coincided with a period of good weather and it was probably unique.  PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes were conducting regular patrols and the Police required the public the report such incidents.    

Finally, Insp Chivers commented that this was a time of great change across the force.  In Kingsbridge, John Loxton (Station Enquiry Officer) had retired and the station’s front office would close on 21st April.  A phone outside would remain operational.  The overall number of officers in Kingsbridge however, would not change and townspeople would see no difference.      

Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber

165.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that cuts in Devon County Council’s (DCC) expenditure budget were being rolled out.  Cutting of grass verges would be reduced from 6 cuts per annum to either 4 or 2 and an agreement was being progressed with South Hams District Council (SHDC).  He had received about 10 representations from local people regarding the reduction in bus services and in particular that the X64 service to Exeter no longer ran from Kingsbridge but commenced from Totnes.  This had resulted in long waiting times for connecting services and he would highlight the matter at the South Hams Highways and Traffic Orders meeting on 15th April.  DCC could probably not subsidise more services however, operators may be able to review their bus times.
Cllr Yates commented that KTC was still awaiting feedback from DCC regarding its proposals for Pay and Display meters in the town further to a holding reply received in January 2011.  Moreover, feedback was awaited on KTC’s request for a Traffic Regulation Order to be implemented for a range of ancillary highways matters.       
165.3
District Cllr Howarth reported that the previous week’s Executive Committee had agreed not to out source its grounds maintenance business.  It had been targeted to spend £374k on grounds maintenance rather than the current £600k moreover, retaining the service in-house would provide greater flexibility.  The real issue however, was with regard to quality and local councils would be requested to assist in monitoring standards.   A Community Engagement Strategy and Action Plan had been agreed to include the provision of Link Officers for town councils with the focus on better relationships and exploration of devolution where it was requested.   

Members asked questions regarding quality standards and performance indicators.  Cllr Howarth responded that, for example, Yealmpton Parish Council paid for extra grass cuts to achieve 12 per annum.  It was agreed that KTC should review the standards of grounds maintenance proposed and discuss at the next Policy Committee.   
165.4
District Cllr Gilbert reported that a planning application had been mooted  to develop the area at the south side of the entrance to Fore Street Car Park and to make improvements in the locale.  The current white lining in the car park was temporary until new permanent lining could be incorporated into other works.  There were lots of management changes at SHDC to link with growing partnership working with West Devon Borough Council.  Finally, he had thoroughly enjoyed working alongside his fellow district councillors Mike Howarth and Denise O’Callaghan and hoped to be re-elected.  

Cllr Balkwill queried why renewal applications for residents parking permits (free parking 4.00 p.m. to 10.00 a.m.) were not being sent out by SHDC; Cllr Howarth replied that it had been deemed as too expensive and the onus was on the individual to re-apply.  Cllr Jeeninga commented on the new white lining in Fore Street Car Park and noted there was no pedestrian crossing; Cllr Gilbert replied that he understood that a crossing point was to be provided in due course.  

Cllr Yates thanked District Cllrs Gilbert and Howarth for their efforts over the previous 4 years.

County Cllr Julian Brazil left the Chamber

10/166
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.
10/167
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Binns declared a personal interest in agenda item 10/169:  “Planning Committee” (minutes dated 5 April 2011); sub agenda item 10/147.6.

Cllrs Gilbert & Yates declared personal interests in agenda item 10/180:  “Finance Committee”; sub agenda item 10/43.6.
10/168
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 8 March 2011 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/169
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 15 March 2011 and 5 April 2011.
10/170
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 15 March 2011.

 10/171
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the extraordinary Policy Committee held on 30 March 2011.

10/172
PUBLIC TOILETS – RECREATION GROUND 
Cllr Yates reported that that a new public toilet would be re-introduced to the Recreation Ground during the following week as part of the refurbishment of the new kiosk facility; therefore the future of the KTC sponsored portaloo required consideration.  SHDC had confirmed cleaning of the new toilet and ongoing maintenance however, opening and closing had been identified as a KTC/community commitment.  Members queried whether one toilet would be sufficient however, the portaloo required ongoing cleaning over and above the weekly service clean.  It was RESOLVED to terminate the contract for hire of the portaloo on 6 May 2011 and for use of the new toilet facility to be monitored.
10/173
SALCOMBE HARBOUR – BUSINESS PLAN
Members were in receipt of Salcombe Harbour Master’s invitation for input into the harbour authority’s business plan which had been sent to a number of local councils/organisations (letter IG dated 29 March 2011).  Members felt that improvements to moorings and visitor pontoons would be of real benefit.  In particular, the look of the head of the estuary was important, current ladders at the harbour wall were steep which made it difficult to access boats, the walls were in an unstable condition, security was unsatisfactory, and more could be done  to encourage better use of visitor pontoons e.g. length, electrics, running water and, in the long term, provision of showers.  It was noted that the Harbour Board had been helpful over the last few years and Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club had been supportive of improvements.  It was RESOLVED for Cllr Binns to provide notes to the Town Clerk in order to make a reply to the Harbour Master proposing KTC’s support for improvements at the head of the estuary to be incorporated into the Salcombe Harbour Business Plan 2012-2017.  
10/174
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following:

173.1
Public Consultation on Devon Libraries.  DCC had recently announced that no libraries would close as a result of the reduced allocation in funding from central government however, DCC wished to explore how and when residents wished to use libraries in the future and was conducting a public consultation.  It was agreed for members to pass their comments to the Town Clerk who would provide a response to DCC.

173.2
Road Closure.  DCC had confirmed the closure of Veales Road on Wednesday 4 May 2011 due to utility works (previously identified by Western Power).

173.3
Thank You Letters.  Letters had been received from:
· Children & Families in Grief (charity serving families living in South Devon which had experienced significant loss) thanked the Town Mayor for his recent donation of £20.

· Mr John Loxton (Kingsbridge Police SEO) thanked members for their kind comments and good wishes on his retirement.

173.4
Public Sector Mapping Service.  A new 10 year agreement for the public sector had been agreed for local councils to access core geographical data from the Ordnance Survey with effect from 1 April 2011.  This would enable KTC to download OS maps free of charge. 
173.5
SHDC/Town Councils Meeting.  The meeting held on 7 April 2011 had been attended by Cllr Yates and the Town Clerk alongside other local councils.  Discussion items had included:  grounds maintenance review, future of assets, future for cluster meetings, neighbourhood planning, and South Hams/West Devon Voice.  Members were distributed a briefing on the Localism Bill and listing of new SDHC Senior Management contacts. 

173.6
South Hams Hospital League of Friends – Annual General Meeting.  Members were distributed an invitation to attend the AGM at 7.00 p.m. on 18 May 2011 at South Hams Hospital.
10/175
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
175.1  Cllrs Freeman and Washington had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.  Properties at 70 and 76 Church Street were to be sold and it was anticipated that a 3 bedroom property would be purchased.
175.2  Cllr Balkwill reported that the outcome of Kingsbridge Playspaces Group funding bid to Community Spaces would be known by the end of May.  She further reported that Adam Luckhurst, a stalwart of the group, had died.

175.3
Cllr Gilbert reported that he had attended a recent Chamber of Commerce meeting; traders in Salcombe were very concerned at the increase in business rates which were received by central government rather than SHDC.

175.4
Cllr Binns reported that he had attended meetings of the Twinning Society, Agenda 21’s annual general meeting, Carbon Reduction Working Group and Boatwatch.   
10/176
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 31 March 2011.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £5,661.42 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
10/177
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.
10/178
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
178.1
Cllr Jeeninga asked if the Grace written by Cllr Binns for the Civic Dinner could be framed and placed in the Chamber.  Cllr Yates agreed that it was an excellent idea.

178.2
Cllr Howarth, who was not standing for re-election to SHDC and KTC, commented that he had enjoyed working alongside fellow members and the friendships that he had made.  He paid tribute to the Town Clerk, Cllr Yates as Chairman, and Cllr Gilbert his fellow district councillor.  Finally, he noted that he had had a great time in local government and wished for KTC to continue to flourish.  
10/178
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

Members of public and press left the Chamber

10/179
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 5 April 2011.

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to KTC Meeting Minutes dated 12 April 2011

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

Mr Graham Price
Graham wished to thank the Town and District Councils for all their help and support over the last few years to improve the town’s public spaces.
Cllr Yates

Cllr Yates thanked Graham for his kind comments.
